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Montalvo Arts Center Presents...

Suzanne Vega

Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2007

Montalvo Arts Center – Carriage House Theatre, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga, Calif. 
Doors: 6:30 p.m.  Show: 7:30 p.m.

Tickets:  $30/40:  Ticket Info: 408.961.5858, www.ticketmaster.com

“...the crisp economy of her singing and writing have never been more welcome.” -USA Today
“[Beauty & Crime] does not waste a note and, because of that, may be the best of Vega's seven studio albums.” -Billboard.com

“Beauty & Crime...[is a] moving jewel-box of a record.” -New York Magazine
On Nov. 13, American pop songstress Suzanne Vega performs an intimate set at Montalvo Arts Center’s Carriage House Theatre in Saratoga, Calif. Vega tours in support of her new album, Beauty & Crime (Blue Note, 7/17/2007). Please be sure to include this event in your listings and “Critic's Choices.”
Once praised by Rolling Stone as ”the pop savior of folk music,” Vega partners up with British music producer Jimmy Hogarth (Sia, Corinne Bailey Rae, KT Tunstall) for her Blue Note Records debut, Beauty & Crime. Vega’s first studio album in six years, the release embraces New York City as the perfect backdrop for a collection of 11 original songs revealing her continual evolution as an acclaimed songwriter and recording artist. Familiar sounds coalesce with the utterly new as one of music’s most distinctive female artists returns to the spotlight with her stalwart seventh studio recording effort. Recognizing herself, Hogarth’s youthful spirit and nonconforming production style, the credited producer reined in recent hit-maker KT Tunstall to accompany Vega as a background vocalist and arranger, just as Shawn Colvin did in years past. Beauty & Crime features the brilliant guitar work of Gerry Leonard (David Bowie, Rufus Wainwright) and Lee Ranaldo of Sonic Youth, with their singular guitar tones adding grit and grace to the beautifully nostalgic yet modern sounding aural-collage.    

A Manhattan native, Vega’s cityscape inspired songs trace the remembrance of a post-9/11 New York City and the tragic 2002 death of her brother Tim. Acoustic guitar-driven melodies juxtapose with coolly synthesized beats, intensely personal lyrics and compelling, short story-like narratives, marking Beauty & Crime an unforgettably keen observation on urban life in New York City. An amalgamation of her Upper West Side upbringing with the haunting aftermath of 9/11, the maverick artist crafts startling compositions utilizing New York as a character in and of itself. Vega follows closely in the footsteps of other die-hard New Yorkers like Lou Reed and the Beastie Boys, both being artists who’ve been recognized for writing tunes inspired by the city.     

A long-time fan of Lou Reed, Vega admits she listened to his album, Berlin, the day she wrote “Luka.” A surprise 1987 hit, “Luka” brought Vega instant stardom after selling more than three million copies worldwide of her second studio record, Solitude Standing. “Tom’s Diner” was also another international mega-success from the release. Originally recorded a cappella, British producers DNA transformed the vocal track into an overnight dance club sensation. “Tom’s Diner” would later be remixed by artists such as R.E.M., becoming one of the top sampled tracks of its time. Vega earned three Grammy Award nominations for “Luka,” and began ushering in a female, acoustic, folk-pop singer-songwriter movement that would soon include the likes of Tracy Chapman, Shawn Colvin, the Indigo Girls and the Lilith Fair phenomenon.                  

Vega continues her pioneering presence as a female pop star similar to how Joni Mitchell has etched herself a place as a true troubadour of enduring social relevance. Since the release of Songs In Red And Gray in 2001, Vega has been internationally touring with her band and amazingly brings her ensemble into a small venue setting for a memorable performance at the charming Carriage House Theatre. Nestled in the Saratoga hills, Montalvo Arts Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to forging long-lasting connections between the arts and the communities they serve through their creation, presentation and education in extraordinary ways and settings. For more information please visit www.montalvoarts.org.
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